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News
Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

O
n March 29, 113 Langley choral stu-
dents and chaperones along with their
director, Dr. Mac Lambert, and Langley
High School administrator Sonya Wil-

liams gathered in the Langley High School audito-
rium with suitcases and passports in hand. At ap-
proximately 12:30 p.m., everyone and everything
was loaded onto school buses for the first leg of their
trip to Dulles International Airport. The Langley Con-
cert Choir, Madrigals, Women’s Chamber Choir and
Women’s Select Treble Choir all performed through-
out the beautiful cities of Prague, Vienna and
Salzburg.

“After flying overnight on a plane for eight hours,
we arrived in Munich, Germany. We then rode on a
coach bus for five hours and arrived in Prague in the
Czech Republic that same day,” said Sarah Salem, a

member of the Women’s Select Treble Choir. “We ar-
rived at a beautiful church and had to quickly change
into our choir dresses. This was our first experience
singing in one of the many churches on our trip and
it was amazing being able to hear our sound rever-
berate throughout the church and echo against the
walls and ceiling.”

Other students enjoyed seeing the sights around
Prague.

“My favorite part of the day was going on the river
cruise on the Vitava River,” said Women’s Select
Treble Choir member Celeste Saddler. “We met people
from the other choirs and we had the opportunity to
see some of the beautiful sights in Prague from the
boat.”

THE NEXT DAY the students participated in Young
Prague 2012, an international competition.

“It began with a concert by Cancioneta Praga (a
prominent Czech ensemble of young singers) who
sang really fun songs from all around the world,”
said Ariana Kuhnsman, a member of the Women’s
Select Treble Choir and the Women’s Chamber Choir.
“Langley did well at the competition. However, ev-
eryone was nervous since there were many other

Langley Choir Tours Europe
Vocal groups win one silver,
three gold medals at 2012
Young Prague Festival.

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

N
early 100 advocates
packed a conference
room at the Fairfax

County Government Center Fri-
day, April 20, to get a preview
of coming attractions for the
next fiscal year.

After months of debate, it
appears the final $6.7 billion
fiscal year 2013 budget pro-
posed by County Executive An-
thony Griffin will restore pay
adjustments for county employ-
ees, add public safety person-
nel, restore library hours and
increase funding for a variety
of human services programs.

“This budget will maintain
the same effective tax rate as
included in the budget proposal
advertised by County Executive
Tony Griffin in February,” said
Chairman Sharon Bulova (D-
At-large) after Friday’s meeting.
The board formally adopts the
budget on Tuesday, May 1.

She said shifting a half cent
from the storm water fee to the
real estate tax rate ($1.075 per
$100 value) will provide nearly
$10 million in “fiscal flexibility”
for next year’s budget. Other
savings and adjustments – in-
cluding more than $4 million in
fiscal year 2013 revenue re-
serve for state reductions -
brings up the amount of avail-
able resources to nearly $25
million.

“With that flexibility in place,
and with savings identified
within the advertised version,
the final budget will improve
public safety, restore library
hours, maintain critical human
services and establish a human
services reserve, and restore
pay adjustments for County
employees,” Bulova said.

In the proposed budget pack-
age, county employees are
poised to receive a 2.5 percent
merit increase on top of the pro-

posed 2.18 percent market rate
adjustment at a cost of about
$16.5 million.

“They deserve a raise,” said
Supervisor John Foust (D-
Dranesville). “Their coopera-
tion over the past couple of re-
ally tough years has enabled us
to avoid draconian service cuts
without increasing the tax bur-
den.”

In addition to the increased
pay for employees, the board
proposed restoring cuts and
providing additional funding
for an array of human services
programs.

“It does matter when people
come to the public hearings,”
Bulova said. “These (recom-
mendations) are based on feed-
back in response to recommen-
dation from the Human Service
Council.”

In the past few years, Fairfax
County’s award-winning librar-
ies have “taken an inordinate
hit,” Bulova said. The board rec-
ommended restoring nine
hours each week at the county’s
regional libraries, and three
hours at the county’s commu-
nity libraries.  In addition, the
board proposed funding 14
part-time positions to meet
staffing needs at community li-
braries. Total cost: $674,359.

Foust said he believed the
proposed budget reflects “a rea-
sonable balance” of the con-
cerns and priorities we heard
from many segments of the
community.

“I think we have found some
creative ways to restore some
of the public safety and human
services cuts that had been ad-
vertised,” he said.

“When we adopt our budget,
we are investing in our
community’s priorities. The fis-
cal year 2013 budget for Fairfax
County, once marked up on
April 24 and adopted on May
1, will do just that,” Bulova
said.

Students from the Langley High School Choir perform in a parade through Prague as
part of the 2012 Young Prague Festival, where they won a silver and three gold medals
during a Spring Break trip.

The Langley High School
Choir performs at the
Benedictine Abbey in
Melk, Austria during
their Spring Break trip.

Photos

Contributed

See Saxons,  Page 19

Supervisor John
Foust (D-Dranesville)
confers with Supervi-
sors Jeff McKay (D-
Lee) and Linda Smyth
(D-Providence)
before the budget
mark-up session on
Friday, April 20.

Budget Session Provides
Snapshot of 2013 Budget
Highlights include restored
funding for human services,
libraries, employee pay.

By Victoria Ross/The Connection
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Bank Robbery in
Great Falls

Police responded to the report
of an armed robbery at the Wash-
ington First Bank at 9851
Georgetown Pike on Wednesday,
April 18 shortly after 11:30 a.m.

A man entered the bank, implied
that he had a weapon and de-
manded money. An undisclosed
amount of cash was handed over
and the suspect fled on foot. There
were no injuries.

The suspect was described as
black, between 34 and 36 years

Week in Great Falls

See Week,  Page 5

old. He was 5 feet 10 inches to 6
feet tall, with a slender build. He
was wearing a white jacket and a
black rain hat.

Police helicopter and K-9 units
responded to check the area.

Anyone with information is
asked to contact Crime Solvers by
phone at 1-866-411-TIPS/8477, e-
mail at
www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org or
text “TIP187” plus your message
to CRIMES/274637 or call Fairfax
County Police at 703-691-2131.

Security camera photo
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(With this coupon, not
valid with other offers or
prior purchase, expires

5/4/12. *additional
delivery charge*)Shredded Mulch

$2.99 3 cu. ft.
bags

Japanese Maples
30% OFF

Over 200 Varieties

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Impatiens

97¢

Reg. $1.89

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

Ivy & Pachysandra
approx. 100 $27.50

Vinca
approx. 50 $27.50

Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,
Walls & Paver Driveways

FREE ESTIMATES
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways

FREE ESTIMATES

25%
OFF

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

All Trees
& Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

25%
OFF

Benches, Fountains,
Statues, Bonsai,
Orchids & Roses

All Trees
& Shrubs
2011 Stock Only

Visit
Our New

Hosta
House

over 300 varieties!

Week in Great Falls

Fundraiser at
L’Auberge Chez
Francois

On Saturday, April 28, at 11
a.m., Chef Jacques Haeringer and
L’Auberge Chez Francois will honor
the men and women of America’s
military by hosting a cooking
demo to raise funds for Freedom
Alliance, a nonprofit located in
Dulles, Va., founded by Lt. Col
Oliver North in 1990.

This special cooking demo will
be limited to the first 35 couples.
To make a reservation online, go
to: https://support.freedom
alliance.org/chezfrancois, or call
Amy Amundson at 703-444-7940.

The price to attend is $150 per
person.

www.LAubergeChezFrancois.com
and www.ChefJacques.com.

Meeting on
Travel Soccer

Have you ever wondered what
travel soccer is all about? What
is the time commitment? What
is the tryout process like? Is it a
good fit for my child/family?
These questions, along with
many other, will be answered on
Wednesday, May 2 from 6-7 p.m.
at Forestville Elementary in
Great Falls at a meeting espe-
cially designed for the parents of
rising U9 players (mainly rising
3rd grade students, contact us
for birth date requirements). For
more information contact
administrator@greatfallssoccer.com.

From Page 4

Art Exhibit
Join the Great Falls Artists’

Atelier for the opening recep-
tion of a show by Roberta
Pruett Beasley. The show,
which features paintings and
works on paper, will run
from May 1 to May 31. Free
and open to the public. May
4, - 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. will be
the opening reception. 1144
Walker Road, Great Falls.
703-994-3165.

Red Vase, Roberta
Pruett Beasley
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Opinion

T
he Connection Newspapers was
awarded the Virginia Press
Association Award for Journalistic
Integrity and Community Service

last Saturday, April 22, “for exhaustive cover-
age of homelessness in the newspaper’s circu-
lation area.” The award was announced in
Roanoke at the press association’s an-
nual convention.

The public service entries were
judged by Robert Giles, former editor
and publisher of The Detroit News and the
immediate past curator of the Nieman Foun-
dation.

Giles wrote of the Connection coverage:
“Its stories gave voice to the homeless. Its

stories effectively portrayed the plight of the
poor living in tents and other makeshift shel-
ters. It reported on how poverty and
homelessness affects children. It examined the
causes of homelessness and explained why
people don’t have a place to live even when
some have a job. It reported on the role of gov-
ernment and groups that advocate for the poor.

It provided extensive lists of community orga-
nizations with missions to help the poor and
homeless, and told how individuals could vol-
unteer.

“It invited knowledgeable citizens to contrib-
ute guest editorials that offered perspectives
and fresh ideas for addressing the problems of

homelessness.”
The online component of the home-

less project also won first place in the
multimedia category. Edited by Michael

O’Connell, the project included stories, video
and photos by Victoria Ross, Deb Cobb, Robbie
Hammer, Bonnie Hobbs and Amber Healy.

The Connection Newspapers group, includ-
ing the Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount
Vernon Gazette and Centre View and Potomac
Almanac, won 45 awards in all.

The Alexandria Gazette Packet won 17
awards.

The top award winner was Michael Lee Pope,
who won 12 awards including first place for
government writing; health, science and envi-
ronmental writing; in-depth or investigative

reporting; breaking news and public safety
writing.

In addition to her work on the homeless
project, photographer Deb Cobb won indi-
vidual first place awards for photo illustration
for a cover depicting a vampire; for an online
slide show of “wounded warriors at bat,” and
for general news photo.

Bonnie Hobbs won two first place awards,
one for education writing and one for feature
portfolio. Alex McVeigh won first place for in
depth or investigative reporting for his cover-
age of a land use issue in Great Falls. Montie
Martin won two first place awards, one for
business writing, the other for personal ser-
vice writing.

The Children’s Connection won an award
and judges said it was a “simple and elegant
idea showcasing children’s artwork, a great
way to attract young readers.”

While it is gratifying and fun to win awards,
it reflects our mission to tell the stories of the
local community. We welcome your ideas and
suggestions about what we should be cover-
ing now.

Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com,

www.twitter.com/marykimm

VPA Award for Journalistic Integrity and
Community Service; plus 44 other awards.

Connection Wins Public Service
Award for Homeless Coverage

Editorial

 See a complete list of winners on
page 23

❖ Virginia Press Association 2011
Award for Journalistic Integrity and Com-
munity Service

❖ Michael O’Connell, Victoria Ross,
Deb Cobb, Robbie Hammer, Bonnie
Hobbs, Amber Healy, 1st Place, Fairfax
Connection, Multimedia Feature Report,

An End to Homelessness,
Judges comments: Wow. This is an amaz-
ing endeavor. The print and digital
components complement
each other nicely, although
I would have liked to see
some aggressive promotion
of digital from print. The
video and photo gallery

provide nice layers to the overall
storytelling. The webpage
featuring your original cov-
erage will be an excellent home to keep
following this important topic. Well-
done.

❖ Alex McVeigh, 1st Place, Great Falls
Connection, In-Depth Or Investigative
Reporting

❖ Bonnie Hobbs, 1st
place, Centre View, Educa-

tion Writing, Judges Comments: What
the judges really appreciate about
Bonnie’s stories is that each one is a
unique, interesting and very readable
story that makes the sometimes dry sub-
ject of education coverage appealing to
readers. Much more than the “school
board did this and the school board did that” type sto-
ries that so many newspapers publish, not to say that
this coverage is not important. Bonnie’s work really
made us want to read it. Good job, and congratula-
tions.

❖ Bonnie Hobbs, 1st place, Centre View, Feature
Writing Portfolio, Judges comments: These entries
were fantastic. Great writing style really makes these
unique stories shine. Nicely packaged final product.
Well done!

❖ Deb Cobb, 1st place, Fairfax Connection, Online
Slideshow, Wounded Warriors at Bat

❖ Deb Cobb, 1st place, Fairfax Connection, General
News Photo, Warm Welcome, Judges comments: I love
how every subject in this photo is engaged into a mo-

ment. Wonderful.
❖ Deb Cobb, 1st Place, Burke Connection, Photo-Il-

lustration, Vampire Feast, Judges comments: The
intensity in the model’s face combined with the high
contrast photo make this a dynamic illustration for a
story about vampires.

❖ Victoria Ross, 2nd place, Fairfax Station/Clifton/
Lorton, In-Depth Or Investigative Report-
ing

❖ Jon Roetman, 2nd place, Fairfax
Station/Clifton/Lorton, Sports Writing
Portfolio, Judges comments: This entry
exhibits solid sports report-
ing, plain and simple. The
completeness of these sto-
ries is the name of the game

here. The reporter demonstrates versatil-
ity, switching from feature to news
writing within the articles themselves,
giving the reader the whole story.

❖ Jeanne Theismann, 2nd place,
Mount Vernon Gazette, Feature Story Writing, 10th
Anniversary of 9-11, Judges comments: Good job of

writing about the 10-year anniversary of
9/11 — many stories were written, this
was one of the better ones. Nice work.

❖ Louise Krafft, 2nd place, Mount
Vernon Gazette, Picture Story or Essay,
Graduation Day in the Mount Vernon
District, Judges comments: Good variety
of a regular event in the community.

❖ Michael Lee Pope, 2nd
place, Mount Vernon Ga-

zette, Business and Financial Writing
❖ Lashawn Avery-Simon,

2nd Place, Arlington Con-
nection, General News
Photo, ribbon cutting at
park, Judges comments:
great expression and tight
composition

❖ Michael Lee Pope, 2nd Place, Arling-
ton Connection, Health,
Science and Environmental

Writing, Judges comments: Excellent
writing. Diverse topics. Took what could
be dry material and led me through it and
kept me interested. Good work.

❖ Marilyn Campbell, 2nd Place, Great
Falls Connection, Personal Service Writ-
ing, Beating the Holiday Blues, Great

American Smokeout, Getting into ‘Right Fit’ Private
School; Judges comments: Trio of strong entries.

❖ Mike O’Connell, Victoria Ross, Deb Cobb, Robbie
Hammer, Bonnie Hobbs, Amber Healy 2nd place,
Fairfax Connection, Special Sections or Special Edi-
tions, End to Homelessness, Judges
comments: “End to Homelessness” tab. It
is nice to see a newspaper commit to a
project such as this in the form of a spe-
cial tab.

❖ Julia O’Donoghue, 2nd place,
Fairfax Connection, Education Writing
W2W06 31912 Judges comments: Very
nice variety in these stories, again, like
the first place winner, going much deeper
into the multitude of possibilities available in coverage
of education and schools.

❖ Kenny Lourie, longtime columnist
and Connection advertising representa-
tive, won two 1st place awards from the
Maryland Delaware DC
Press Association, one for
local column and one for
sports column. Lourie has
been writing about his od-
yssey with Stage IV lung

cancer, and the judges noted: “Writer
chooses tough subject, his own mortality,

and handles it quite well.
He gives us an honest look
at a very personal issue.”

❖ Kemal Kurspahic, Laurence Foong,
Amna Rehmatulla, 3rd place, Reston
Connection, Special Sections or Special
Editions W2M08 30698, Children’s Con-
nection, Judges comments:
Simple and elegant idea

showcasing children’s artwork, a great
way to attract young readers.

❖ Victoria Ross, 3rd
place, Fairfax Connection,
In-Depth Or Investigative
Reporting

❖ Mary Kimm, 3rd Place,
Burke Connection, Editorial
Writing, Judges comments: Mary Kimm’s
columns are strong, particularly the one
taking to task a school board on its disci-
plinary procedures in light of a student’s

suicide. The community is better for her work.
❖ Michael Pope, 3rd place, Mount Vernon Gazette,

In-Depth Or Investigative Reporting

WINNING ENTRIES, CONNECTION, CENTRE VIEW

Alex
McVeigh
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Hobbs
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Ross
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Krafft

Michael
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Heidi Herbst, DDS
Howard Mitnick, DDS

Nooshin Monajemy, DDS

Sterling, VA

703-444-3710
www.sterlingvasmiles.com

•Bleaching   •Special Needs Patients
•Nitrous Oxide   •Cosmetic Restorations 
•Wi-Fi Available   •IV Sedation Available

Pediatric & General
Dentistry

Gentle Touch Dental Care
For Over 20 Years!

LASER procedure for fillings.
Many pediatric patients can be

treated without novocaine!

Time to schedule
your child’s cleaning

during
Summer Vacation!

Letters to the Editor

Distortion of
Delegate’s Votes
To the Editor:

Last week a good sized group of
citizens attended a “town hall”
meeting where our elected Del-
egate, Barbara Comstock, was sup-
posed to give us a rundown on the
recent session in Richmond and
then take questions. Many in at-
tendance were concerned about
her recent votes – especially on
education, transportation and
women’s issues - and feel that her
votes have shortchanged us here
in Northern Virginia.

Delegate Comstock voted to cut
$65 million in costs to compete
funds that benefit northern Vir-
ginia schools; she voted to divert
a portion of our general funds to
transportation and failed to admit
that the money would have to
come out of our education, health,
and public safety funds; and she
voted against additional funds for
Dulles Rail.

In a rambling and lengthy pre-
sentation she provided us with a
stunning distortion of her votes to
deny and restrict women’s access
to health care privacy. She claimed
her vote for mandatory invasive
ultrasounds was to give women a
choice to look at their ultrasound
image (an expensive and often
useless procedure). She continued
to disguise her voting record by
claiming she voted for the
personhood bill because it was
actually a wrongful death bill.

Even a simple question from a con-
stituent on when and how we
might see new transportation
money resulted in a ten minute
almost incoherent explanation
about how gas prices are high.

Her obfuscation of the facts was
shocking. I was amazed that she
could think anyone would go
along with her explanations. I cer-
tainly wasn’t fooled.

Kathleen Murphy
McLean

Different
Perspective
To the Editor:

If ‘“lifelong Democrat” Jim
Daniels (“Missing Republican
Party,” Connection, April 11-17)
would remove the partisan
goggles he might find there really
is another way of looking at the
world. Every time a fraudulent
vote is cast, a legitimate vote is
canceled and a voter disenfran-
chised. Up till now anyone who
showed up at the polls without
proper ID was allowed to vote by
simply signing an affidavit swear-
ing they’re a registered voter. We
require valid ID to board a plane,
buy cigarettes, or beer and no one
seems to find it unduly burden-
some. Few would be foolish
enough to be satisfied with hav-
ing a 15-year old beer purchaser
sign an affidavit saying “sure I’m
21 years old.” Why should voting
be held to a lesser standard than

fraudulent teen beer-buying?
“Women’s control over their re-

productive health” is a strained
rationalization for gutting the First
Amendment’s guarantee of the
free exercise of religion. Especially
since no one is preventing any
woman from controlling her re-
productive health, just stopping
the abortion industry from forcing
religious objectors to fund prac-
tices they find morally reprehen-
sible. Doesn’t sound so high-
minded when you look at it from
someone else’s perspective, does
it?

It would be easier to believe a
claimed commitment to fighting
“dependency on fossil fuels” when
the crusaders begin abandoning
their own luxury cars and jets for
wind-powered wagons. And
wasn’t it just a short time ago
when “the truth of global climate
change” was “the truth of global
warming” and before that “the
truth of global cooling”? Nostal-
gic for the ozone hole, acid rain,
and nuclear winter? Seems like
“the truth” is whatever notion is
politically useful this week.

And how exactly is the Demo-
crat takeover of healthcare re-
spectful of “privacy rights”? Every
personal health decision is to be
forcibly pried into and approved
or disapproved by swarms of
apparatchiks. Where exactly are
the Democrat programs that
would decrease their power?

Michael Crawford
Great Falls

Spring Art Exhibit Opens at Great Falls Library

“Magnolia Pod,” a painting by Nancy Keane, is a finely
detailed still life. It is one of the featured pieces in the
Great Falls Studios Spring Exhibit at the Great Falls
Community Library.

A
n art exhibition featur-
ing 43 paintings, photo-
graphs, art quilts and

other new works by Great Falls
artists, opened April 3 and will
be displayed through the end of
the month at the main confer-
ence room of the Great Falls
Community Library. Several of
the artists are exhibiting with
Great Falls Studios for the first
time. The show is sponsored by
Great Falls Studios, a network
of artists based in Great Falls. In
addition to the work in the main
conference room, four pieces are
located in the glass-fronted case
in the main hallway.

The event is one in a series of
monthly exhibitions at the li-
brary made possible by Friends
of the Library. The works on
display are for sale, with 10
percent of the sale price going
to the Friends of the Library to
support library programs.

The Spring Exhibit includes
paintings in oil, acrylics and wa-
tercolor, plus photographs of

local scenes and landscapes from
other parts of the country. You can
see a portrait of Mark Twain in a
porch rocker, boats pulled up on a
beach, cherry blossoms and water-
falls, plus abstract compositions
bursting with color and texture,

among others.
The library is located at 9830

Georgetown Pike and is open
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday,
Wednesday and Friday; 1 to 9
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday; 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday.

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your favorite
snapshots of you with your Mom and The Connection will pub-
lish them in our Mother’s Day issue. Be sure to include some
information about what’s going on in the photo, plus your
name and phone number and town of residence. To e-mail
digital photos, send to:

greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Great Falls Connection,
“Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”

1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314
Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped,
self-addressed envelope, but please don’t send us anything
irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”
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Further Reductions Taken!
Beginning Wednesday, April 25 we are reducing prices on our ENTIRE INVENTORY!

Everything in the store has been reduced again! We close our doors forever in just a few

short weeks and we are pricing merchandise TO MOVE! Hurry in! Don’t wait!

6707 Old Dominion Drive, McLean, VA 22101
maesdress@gmail.com • 703-356-6333

Store Hours: Monday – Saturday, 10am to 5:30pm. Sale Terms: All Sales Final.
No adjustments. We Accept: Visa, MC, Discover, AMEX.

Dress Boutique
Washington’s Premier After 5 Boutique

Game Ends 6/02/2012

1. Samsung 40" LCD TV, $549 Value.

2. Canon PowerShot Camera, $400.

3. Saeco Espresso Maker, $350.

4. Canon Camcorder, $290.

5. DeLonghi Food Processor, $250.

6. Garmin GPS System, $160.

7. Keurig Coffee System, $160.

8. Frigidaire Toaster Oven, $150.

9. Kick Sound System, $115.

10. Tiger Rice Cooker, $100.

Directions: NORTH on the Beltway take Exit 46B onto Rt. 123N.-McLean. Go 3 miles- Turn right onto

Old Dominion Dr. (Rt. 309). Go 1/2 mile thru two traffic lights. We are on the right next to Shell Gas.

SOUTH from Md.- Cross over the Amer. Legion Bridge.- Take the VERY first right Exit 43-44 to VA 193

toward Langley - Go 1/2 mile and turn right onto Balls Hill Rd. Go .9th mile - Turn left onto Old

Dominion Drive - Go thru 3 traffic lights - We are on the right next to Shell Gas. We are less than

5 minutes from the Bridge.

• TAKE 30% OFF AFTER 5 GOWNS! Daymor, Jovani, Ursula and more!

• TAKE 35% TO 50% OFF SPORTSWEAR & SEPARATES!

• TAKE 35% OFF DAY & EVENING SUITS!

• TAKE 35% OFF PANT SUITS!

• TAKE 40% OFF ALL COCKTAIL DRESSES!

• TAKE 75% OFF ON HUNDREDS OF CLEARANCE DRESSES!
Bring in coupon

for 100,000 points

COUPON

Receive 500,000 bonus prize points for every SPECIAL ORDER and always receive 20% off!
Choose from Daymor, Ursula, Jovani, JSS Knits, Damianou, and Sara Mique!

Subject to designer availability. (these offers good through 5/1)

News

Great Falls Farmers Market Returns to Village Centre
Opening day set for Saturday, April 28, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

T
he Great Falls Community
Farmers Market is open-
ing on Saturday, April 28,

9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the parking lot at
the Walker Road entrance to the
Great Falls Village Centre — where
it was the year before last.

The purpose of the local com-
munity farmers market is to bring
growers, producers, makers, and

crafters directly in touch with lo-
cal residents so they can buy from
the people who are personally re-
sponsible for the generation of
agricultural produce and products,
crafts, and other hand-made or
original offerings. A second pur-
pose is to provide an access to a
circle of residents who can provide
the comments and feedback that

encourage small businesses to
grow. Jennifer Falcone of
Jennifer’s Pastries declares on her
website that she moved from win-
ning pie baking contests to launch-
ing a baking business because of
her participation in the Great Falls
Community Farmers Market. Chris
and Sara Guerre, owners of the On
The Go Gourmet truck that has

been present at the Great Falls
farmers market from the very be-
ginning, now reside on Laura
Nichols Hidden Spring Farm and
they are tending a huge “organic
equivalent” (i.e. not yet certified)
vegetable garden on local Great
Falls soil. They will pick their crops
within 24 hours before arriving at
the market so that the community
can enjoy the vibrancy of immedi-
ately picked produce. And finally,

the farmers market is a way for
Great Falls residents to enjoy the
village center on a Saturday, where
community news can be posted on
a bulletin board, where friends
and family can meet and greet
each others, take a stroll, have a
chat, and experience the joy of
wholesome nutrition, and feel the
energy of producers in intimate
touch with their offerings.

The organizers are in search of
10 volunteer interns who want to
learn about bringing things to
market, village communications,
and market logistics. They are as-
sembling an Advisory Council of
members to represent the commu-
nity in overseeing the market.
They also invite local producers to
submit an application to be con-
sidered as a vendor as our mar-
ket.

Originally launched in May
2007, by St. Francis Episcopal
Church under the leadership of
Rob Watters, the Farmers Market
was taken over by Brogue Chari-
ties and Mike Kearney in the
middle of its first season. It had
two additional successful years at
parking lot at the Walker Road
entrance of the Great Falls Village
Centre before moving to the Vil-
lage Green Day School parking lot
last year. Since there was only one
entrance and exit, residents found
that space was difficult to maneu-
ver, even though it was a very
beautiful location. Mike Kearney
is now passing the baton to
Kathleen Murphy, who has set up
the Great Falls Community Farm-
ers Market, and is returning the
location to the previous Village
Centre location, thanks to the
thoughtful hospitality and consid-
eration of Jorge Kifoury of Linden
Development, Inc., the owner. An
application is being made to set up
the farmers market as a non-profit
in service to the nurturing of our
community of Great Falls.

The original launch of the
farmers market at St.
Francis Episcopal Church in
Great Falls.
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Great Falls Elementary Performs at
Centennial Cherry Blossom Festival
Accompanied by Mamiya Worland (Sahara Sensei), 19
first graders, 12 third graders, and four fourth graders
from the Japanese Immersion Program at Great Falls
Elementary School performed at the Cherry Blossom
Festival on Saturday, April 14. This festival was particu-
larly memorable as it is celebrating the 100th anniver-
sary of the gift of the cherry trees from Japan. The stu-
dents performed four songs and dances and also enjoyed
other cultural activities as well. They were greeted by
Ambassador Malott and Ambassador Fujisaki who gave
the children Cherry Blossom Festival bands.

Schools

Oriental Rug
Cleaning In
Our Plant

www.RobertsCarpets.com
Installation by Certified

Installers/Employees

Since 1928

703-471-7120

681 Spring Street

Mon., Tues., Thurs.
& Fri. 9-6

Wed. 9-5, Sat 10-3

At Same Location,
Under Same Ownership

for 48 years

Carpets on Sale!

41.00$ Sq. yd.
Installed with 6 lb. Pad

ROBERTS

Locust St.

Elden St.

Fire Station
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Ice House

Jimmys

N

Station St.

MONTH

Professional
Repair &

Restoration
on Premises

at Our Location.

Stainmaster
Beautiful Plush

Buona Vita

Vinyl
Armstrong Vinyl
Flooring on Sale

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • 703-385-PETS

Adoptions: By appointment only. • www.hsfc.org

THIS IS “GHIRADELLI”
Just like her name,
Ghiradelli is a sweet
girl. The minute she
sees you she starts
to purr. She is loving
and affectionate and
very social. She will
make a wonderful
companion and
friend.
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News

By Mary Grace Oakes

The Connection

O
n Thursday April 12,
Tufts University en-
gineering professor
and “science rock

star,” Dr. Karen Panetta, spoke to
students at the Madeira School.

In addition to being the founder
of “Nerd Girls,” a nationally-ac-
claimed outreach program aimed
at inspiring female students to
pursue engineering, Panetta is also
a recipient of the Presidential
Award for Excellence in Science,
Mathematics, and Engineering,
and currently serves as the World-
wide Director of the IEEE Women
in Engineering. Her visit to the
Madeira School was part of a pro-
motional tour for the upcoming
USA Science & Engineering Festi-
val, known as the Nifty Fifty Pro-
gram, in which top scientists and
engineers travel to D.C. area
schools “to ignite middle and high
school students’ passion for sci-
ence and engineering.”

After energizing the audience by
giving away “freebies” that in-
cluded “Nerd Girls” bouncy-balls
and purple IEEE highlighters,
Panetta explained to the students
just what makes a “Nerd Girl.” “I
want to dispel the idea that nerds
are ugly. Nerds are really cool,” she
said, joking that “President Obama

thinks so too.”
She then described the paths her

career has taken. Panetta la-
mented that, like other female sci-
entists, she has faced the “nega-
tive stereotypes” of women which
are reinforced by the media; she
claims the biggest challenge she
faced in achieving tenure at Tufts
was that “my first day I wore a
pink suit and pink high heels…that
automatically set the bar lower for
me.”

Yet despite facing obstacles,
Panetta asserted that she has had
a rewarding career, telling stu-
dents “I love helping people, and
that’s why I love being an engi-
neer.”

After describing her involvement
in projects ranging from the con-
struction of a solar-powered car,
to the development of an electro-
larynx that better mimics the natu-
ral voice, Dr. Panetta opened the
floor to questions. When asked by
senior Caroline Hudson-Hale if she
had any advice for students, Dr.
Panetta replied, “Connect your
passions to science and engineer-
ing…. I want you to go for it.”

The USA Science & Engineering
Festival and Book Fair is a “free,
family-friendly expo,” hosted by
Lockheed Martin, which takes place
at D.C.’s Walter E. Washington Con-
vention Center from April 28-29.

‘Nerd Girls’ Founder
Comes to Madeira

Dr. Karen Panetta poses for a quick photo with Senior
Micah Parks (left) and Junior Chelsea Hartanto (right),
the two AP Physics students who introduced her.
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ARLINGTON $599,000
Great house in great location close to East Falls Church
Metro. Yorktown school pyramid. Newish carpet & fresh
paint. Gas FP, wet bar, rec room, screened porch, & fenced
backyard. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, off-street parking.

Donna Uscinski 703-759-7204

MCLEAN $1,250,000
Lovely home in Langley Oaks. Sited on .64 acre lot offering privacy and
peaceful surroundings. This elegant home boasts many fine features
including main level bedroom/den with adjoining full bath, granite island
kitchen, luxury master suite with remodeled master bath. Large screened
porch opens to two spacious decks. Fully finished walk-out lower level
with temp controlled wine cellar.

Eileen Summers 703-244-3190

VIENNA $1,199,000
A circular drive with brick pillars leads to a home filled with elegance and warmth.
3 finished levels boast many fine features and upgrades. Hdwd floors on main and
upper levels. Handsome Great Room addition with FP, vaulted ceiling and cross
beams. Warm, inviting FR with FP. Remodeled granite kitchen with top-of-the-line
appliances, island, and breakfast bar. Banquet-size DR. Sumptuous Master Suite.
Flagstone floored screened porch leads to huge back patio with built-in grill.

Eileen Summers 703-244-3190

GREAT FALLS $1,269,000
PRIMO LOT walking distance to Potomac River! 4
BR/4.5 BA classic Colonial perfectly sited on 2 acres
backing to nature preserve! Won’t last long!

Twee Ramos 703-217-0200

GREAT FALLS $2,495,000
Exquisite living space wrapped in verdant landscape. Over
11,000 square feet of inviting living space perfect for enter-
taining. Remarkable finishes throughout. 7 bedrooms, 7 full
and 3 half baths, 4-car garage.

Donna Uscinski 703-759-7204

GREAT FALLS $1,295,000
Extraordinary and elegant best describe this home. Already fenced
for horses and/or dogs. Enjoy the extensive landascape. 3 finished
levels with a walkout lower level. 2-level deck & a hot tub.
Remodeled Master Bedroom Suite with 13x12 dressing room/walk-in
closet and luxury bath. New kitchen with top-of-the-line everything!

Eileen Summers 703-244-3190

RESTON $739,900
Stately sun-filled Colonial home on picturesque lot backing to woods
and stream. Cul-de-sac. Walk to Lake Fairfax Park. Five minutes to
Reston Town Center. Custom deck off family room offering beautiful
views. Main level library/den. Updated kitchen. Lower level rec
room, full bath, and den.

Eileen Summers 703-244-3190

SOUTHDOWN WATERFRONT  $2,500,000
Classic contemporary home with clean, crisp lines bordered by
acres of conservation land with protected views. Designed to
sit lightly on 10 acres of land and to take advantage of lovely
waterfront vistas. With 15 acres total price is $3,500,000

Karen Washburn 703-759-2199

ARLINGTON $499,000
Sweetest, most charming house you’ll ever see! Freshly
painted, updated kitchen, hdwd floors, roof new in 2011,
level fenced backyard, finished recreation room. 3 bed-
rooms, 1 bath, off-street parking.

Donna Uscinski 703-759-7204

GREAT FALLS $765,000
Light, bright, spacious Colonial. Minutes to Village Center. Amazing
all-glass sunroom by Sun Design opens to deck overlooking gorgeous,
private backyard. Many upgrades include updated kitchen, passive
solar system, hardwood floors, finished walk-out lower level with
picture window, recreation room and full bath.

Eileen Summers 703-244-3190

PRESTIGIOUS CARRWOOD $1,100,000
This 5-acre lot is a nature-lover’s delight with easy Potomac
River access. Bordered by parkland, it is a very protected
and private environment. Build new or renovate the existing
3-bedroom home with free-standing garage and workshop.

Karen Washburn 703-759-2199

The floor plan is nice, of course,
but what really makes our home
unique is the great family
atmosphere. You see, we’re one
of the few privately held real
estate companies around. We
offer our agents a very supportive
environment with unparalleled
training, marketing and
technology, plus a highly
competitive commission
structure and a full range of
homeownership services. Our

philosophy is simple. We do more for you so you can do more for your
customers. If you consider yourself among the best, we hope you’ll
consider taking a closer look at our home. We think you’ll like what you see.
Call us today.

At Long and Foster...We Sell Homes.

Long & Foster
Great Falls
9841 Georgetown Pike
703-759-7777
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THURSDAY/APRIL 26
 Fenwick Fellow Lecture and

Reception. 2 p.m. George Mason
University, Johnson Center
Instruction Room, 4400 University
Drive, Fairfax. With Dr. Michael
Chang, 2010-2011 Fenwick Fellow,
on “Service at the Manchu Court: The
Young Kangxi Emperor and His
Personal Advisors.” Refreshments
served. 703-993-2491 or
dhogan1@gmu.edu.

“No Crime Like the Present.” 7:30
p.m. Falls Church High School, 7521
Jaguar Trail, Falls Church. A
whodunit murder farce. $5-$8.
fchsdrama.org.

Singer/Songwriter John
McCutcheon. 8 p.m. The Barns at
Wolftrap, 1551 Trap Road, Vienna.
Folk music. $22. www.wolftrap.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 27
“No Crime Like the Present.” 7:30

p.m. Falls Church High School, 7521
Jaguar Trail, Falls Church. A
whodunit murder farce. $5-$8.
fchsdrama.org.

Friday Afternoon Chess Group. 1
p.m. Great Falls Library, 9830
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. All ages
and skill levels welcome. 703-757-
8560.

“The Fantasticks.” 8 p.m. Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry St.
S.E., Vienna. Musical comedy. $14,
$12 students and seniors. 703-255-
6360 or
www.viennatheatrecompany.org.

“Deathtrap.” 8 p.m. McLean
Community Center Alden Theatre,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
Comedy-thriller about a play within a
play. $14-$16, group rates available.
866-811-4111 or
www.mcleanplayers.org.

The Life And Music Of Sam
Rotman. 12 p.m. Vienna
Presbyterian Church, 124 Park St.,
N.W., Vienna. A variety of classical
music from the works of Beethoven
and others. $20, includes lunch and
program. www.viennapres.org/
samrotman or
www.bridgepointconnections.org/
bpluncheon.

Spring Heirloom Plant Sale. 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Claude Moore Colonial
Farm, 6310 Georgetown Pike,
McLean. Flowers, herbs, heirloom
annuals, vegetable transplants and
some herbaceous shrubs. 703-442-
7547 or www.1771.org.

Concert Pianist Joyce Yang. 8 p.m.
The Barns at Wolftrap, 1551 Trap
Road, Vienna. Including pieces by
Bach, Schumann, and Brahms. $35.
www.wolftrap.org.

“My Love, My Love.” 7 p.m. Joyce
Kilmer Middle School, 8100 Wolftrap
Road, Vienna. A peasant girl uses love
to bring people together. $5. 703-846-
8963.

SATURDAY/APRIL 28
Taste of Vienna. 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

Vienna Volunteer Fire Department,
400 Center St. South, Vienna.
Admission is free and guests will be
able to purchase food from more than
25 local restaurants. Alcoholic and
non-alcoholic beverages will be
available for purchase. Proceeds
benefit The Vienna Volunteer Fire
Department. info@vvfd.org or
tasteofvienna@vvfd.org.

Salting Fish Participatory Event. 1-
4 p.m. Claude Moore Colonial Farm,
6310 Georgetown Pike, McLean. Visit
the colonial Claude Moore Colonial
Farm family as they clean and salt-
down their yearly catch of herring.
Help scale, prepare and pack the fish
into jars.  Learn about the
contributions the Potomac River made
in colonial times. $3 adults, $2

children, under 3 free.
www.1771.org.

“No Crime Like the Present.” 3 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. Falls Church High
School, 7521 Jaguar Trail, Falls
Church. A whodunit murder farce. $5-
$8. fchsdrama.org.

Children’s Show: The Smithsonian
and Jammin Java present Tim
and the Space Cadets. 10:30 a.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

Vance Gilbert at 7 p.m.; Aaron
Crawford & The Badcards at 10
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

Rare and Unusual Teas. 1 p.m.
Colvin Run Mill, 10017 Colvin Run
Road, Great Falls. Dark tea, brick tea,
red tea, blue tea and hard to find
teas. $25. Reserve at 703-759-2771.

Washington Balalaika Society. 7
p.m. Vienna Presbyterian Church, 124
Park St. N.E., Vienna. Russian and
Eastern European folk music with
soprano Olga Orlovskaya, the WBS
orchestra with conductor Svetlana
Nikonova and traditional Russian
instruments. $15-$25, age 12 and
under free with adult.
www.balalaika.org or 703-644-9151.

Run for the Children10K Race and
3K Run/Walk. 8:30 a.m. Fairfax
County Courthouse, 4110 Chain
Bridge Road Fairfax. ChronoTrack
timing and scoring. Proceeds support
CASA volunteers advocating for
abused and neglected children. $20-
$35.
www.fairfaxrunforthechildren.com.

Music: An Insider’s Guide Lecture.
4 p.m. Dolley Madison Library, 1244
Oak Ridge Ave., McLean. Broadway
Classics. Presented by A. Scott Wood,
conductor of the Amadeus Orchestra.
Adults. 703-356-0770.

“The Fantasticks.” 8 p.m. Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry St.
S.E., Vienna. Musical comedy. $14,
$12 students and seniors. 703-255-
6360 or
www.viennatheatrecompany.org.

“Deathtrap.” 8 p.m. McLean
Community Center Alden Theatre,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
Comedy-thriller about a play within a
play. $14-$16, group rates available.
866-811-4111 or
www.mcleanplayers.org.

Virginia Ballet Company: Swan
Lake. 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Northern
Virginia Community College Ernst
Cultural Center Theater, 4001
Wakefield Chapel Road, Annandale.
Tchaikovsky’s four-act full-length
classic ballet, with local dancers
Christine Gilmore and Eleni Thomas
alternating in the role of Odette/
Odile.
www.virginiaballetcompany.org.

Yard and Bake Sale. 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Wesley United Methodist Church
Preschool, 711 Spring St. S.E.,
Vienna. Proceeds will be used to
purchase supplies for the preschool.
yardsaleforwesley@gmail.com.

Spring Heirloom Plant Sale. 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Claude Moore Colonial
Farm, 6310 Georgetown Pike,
McLean. Flowers, herbs, heirloom
annuals, vegetable transplants and
some herbaceous shrubs. 703-442-
7547 or www.1771.org.

Folk Duo The Nields. 7:30 p.m. The
Barns at Wolftrap, 1551 Trap Road,
Vienna. Traditional folk music. $18.
www.wolftrap.org.

“My Love, My Love.” 3 p.m. and 7
p.m. Joyce Kilmer Middle School,
8100 Wolftrap Road, Vienna. A
peasant girl uses love to bring people
together. $5. 703-846-8963.

“Mardi Gras for Missions”
Auction. 7 p.m. Vale United
Methodist Church, 11528 Vale road,
Oakton. More than 250 items
available for bid, including seating for
the Macy’s Thanksgiving parade, a
private flight over Virginia, vacation

getaways, sports tickets and more. All
proceeds fund local and international
missions. Red beans and rice,
jambalaya, King (cup) cakes, beignets
and chicory coffee available.
ahrjturn@verizon.net.

SUNDAY/APRIL 29
8th Annual Vienna Elementary PTA

5K and 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk. 8
a.m. Vienna Elementary School, 128
Center St. South, Vienna. With
chronotrack timing system on a
USATF Certified 5K course (VA-
11019-RT). $25-$30, age14 and
under $15. 703-625-0247 or
www.vienna5krun.org.

Walk On the Hill. 2-5 p.m. Windover
Heights Historic District, Vienna.
Visitors can walk through any yard
with an “Open” sign. Refreshments
provided. Sponsored by Historic
Vienna, Inc., district residents and
Town of Vienna Departments of Parks
& Rec and Public Works. 703-938-
5187or www.historicviennainc.org.

Children’s Show: The Great
Zucchini. 10:30 a.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
www.jamminjava.com.

“The Fantasticks.” 2 p.m. Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry St.
S.E., Vienna. Musical comedy. $14,
$12 students and seniors. 703-255-
6360 or
www.viennatheatrecompany.org.

“Deathtrap.” 2 p.m. McLean
Community Center Alden Theatre,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
Comedy-thriller about a play within a
play. $14-$16, group rates available.
866-811-4111 or
www.mcleanplayers.org.

Virginia Ballet Company: Swan
Lake. 2 p.m. Northern Virginia
Community College Ernst Cultural
Center Theater, 4001 Wakefield
Chapel Road, Annandale.
Tchaikovsky’s four-act full-length
classic ballet, with local dancers
Christine Gilmore and Eleni Thomas
alternating in the role of Odette/
Odile.
www.virginiaballetcompany.org.

MONDAY/APRIL 30
The Pentimento Campfire Tour:

Toh Kay and Sycamore Smith. 8
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

Tales to Tails. 4:30 p.m. City of Fairfax
Regional Library, 10360 North St.,
Fairfax. Read aloud to Beamer, a
trained therapy dog. Age 6-12. 703-
293-6227.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 2
Vienna Photographic Society. 7:30

p.m. Thoreau Middle School, 2505

Cedar Lane, Vienna. Photography
lecture with Victoria Restrepo.
www.vps-va.org or 703-451-7298.

THURSDAY/MAY 3
“How to Succeed In Business

Without Really Trying.” 7:30 p.m.
James Madison High School, 2500
James Madison Drive, Vienna. $10-
$12. www.madisondrama.com.

Lupe Fiasco. 8 p.m. George Mason
University Patriot Center, 4500
Patriot Circle, Fairfax. Tickets $35-
$45, available at
www.ticketmaster.com or 1-800-745-
3000. Accessible seating is available
for patrons with disabilities by calling
703-993-3035.

Company of Thieves and Chris
Merritt And The Dirty Girls. 8
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

FRIDAY/MAY 4
Artists’ Reception. 4-9 p.m. Frame

Factory, 212 Dominion Road N.E.,
Vienna. Lisa Neher, Barbara Wagner,
Sarah Swart, Jackie Elwell, Elaine
Florimonte, and Debbie Glakas in “Six
Artists, Once Again.”
teresa@tlcillustration.com.

Super bob and Almost Kings. 10
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

ValeArts Spring Show. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Vale Schoolhouse, 3124 Fox Mill
Road, Oakton. “Full Spectrum,”
featuring nine local artists. Reception,
7-9 p.m. Free admission.
www.valearts.com.

“Deathtrap.” 8 p.m. McLean
Community Center Alden Theatre,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
Comedy-thriller about a play within a
play. $14-$16, group rates available.
866-811-4111 or
www.mcleanplayers.org.

“The Fantasticks.” 8 p.m. Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry St.
S.E., Vienna. Musical comedy. $14,
$12 students and seniors. 703-255-
6360 or
www.viennatheatrecompany.org.

“How to Succeed In Business
Without Really Trying.” 7:30 p.m.
James Madison High School, 2500
James Madison Drive, Vienna. $10-
$12. www.madisondrama.com.

An Art Affair. 7 p.m. Madeira School,
Georgetown Roan, McLean. Art
auction and exhibit. Proceeds benefit
Freedom in Creation, providing art
therapy to children in Uganda.
www.freedomincreation.org.

Artist’s Reception. 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Great Falls Artists’ Atelier, 1144
Walker Road, Great Falls. Paintings
and works on paper by Roberta Pruett
Beasley. Free admission. 703-994-
3165.

The Washington Balalaika Society will present a concert of
Russian and Eastern European folk music on Saturday,
April 28 at 7 p.m. at the Vienna Presbyterian Church, 124
Park St. N.E. in Vienna. The concert will feature soprano
Olga Orlovskaya, the WBS orchestra with conductor
Svetlana Nikonova and traditional Russian instruments.
Tickets are $15-$25, age 12 and under free with adult.
www.balalaika.org or 703-644-9151.

Entertainment

Send announcements to greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Thursday for the following week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged. For additional
listings, visit www.connectionnewspapers.com

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
he Great Falls
Friends and Neigh-
bors Club held
their 30th annual

poetry contest, awarding nine
Great Falls Elementary School
students during a luncheon at
Riverbend Country Club.

“I can’t believe it’s been 30
years that this club has been
showcasing our students,” said
Ernest Leighty, principal of
Great Falls Elementary. “It’s al-
ways been a great opportunity
to show their work, and it’s been
a highlight of my career to see
these students participate.”

The club recently underwent
a transformation, as the Great
Falls Women’s Club and the
Great Falls Newcomer’s Club
merged to become the Great
Falls Friends and Neighbors.

“This contest has a great im-
pact, not only instructionally,
but also creatively,” said contest
coordinator Joanne Schilling.
“They have great fun writing
their poems and sharing them
with classmates. They even had
a mini crisis when the school’s
server went down few days be-
fore the contest deadline, but it
all got figured out.”

The nine students, three each

Great Falls Elementary Poets Recognized
Friends and
Neighbors Club
awards nine at
annual luncheon.

From left, Great Falls Elementary School sixth graders
Nicole Medina, Hannah Femia and Sabrina Barker, winners
of the annual Great Falls Friends and Neighbors Poetry
Contest at the Riverbend Country Club Wednesday, April
18

from fourth, fifth and sixth grades
were recognized for a variety of
works. Some wrote in standard
rhyme, others in more of a freestyle
format.

Sixth grader Nicole Medina and
fourth grader Nicholas Trunnell
wrote about family members they
had lost, Medina her father and
Trunnell his grandmother.

“I really miss my father, when he
died it felt like a big hole was
blown into my heart, I had almost
lost all hope,” Medina said. “But
then I remembered something he

once told me, ‘Family is forever, as
long as you have them in your
heart they are never really gone,
you just can’t see them.’”

Club member Allison Grandstedt
said she hoped the students would
nurture their creative side as they
grow older.

“My son just got into the honors
programs and honors dormitory for
the Virginia Tech engineering pro-
gram, and he got in because he
wrote a poem with his application,”
she said. “So you never know
where it will take you.”

From left, Great Falls El-
ementary students Rachel
Vanderven, Maddie Cross,
Sabrina Barker, Nicole
Medina, Hannah Femia,
Laura Gersony, Olivia Gar-
ner, Nicholas Trunnell and
Sonia Toloczko, winners of
the annual Great Falls
Friends and Neighbors
Poetry Contest.

Photo by

Alex McVeigh/

The Connection

From left, Great Falls
Elementary School fourth
graders Maddie Cross,
Rachel Vanderven and
Nicholas Trunnell, win-
ners of the annual Great
Falls Friends and Neigh-
bors Poetry Contest at the
Riverbend Country Club
Wednesday, April 18.
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Custom Marble & Granite Countertops
• FREE Sink with orders for more than

42 square feet
• FREE Measurement • FREE Estimates
• 3-Day Turnaround on both Residential

& Commercial Installations
Visit our New
Showroom!

45720 Woodland Road Suite #115, Sterling, VA 20166
703-350-4155 • www.GPEGranite.com

Licensed & Insured

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

By Kate Campbell

 James Madison High School

A
 maddening witch hunt, a
town turned on its head,
and a court fallen to cor-

ruption — and it all started with a
dance; this crazed phenomenon,
the hunt for witches, that swept
Salem, Mass., in 1692, was de-
picted beautifully in Langley High
School’s production of “The Cru-
cible.”

“The Crucible” was written by
Arthur Miller in 1952, at the
height of America’s era of the Red
Scare and McCarthyism. The play
was written as an allegory, com-
paring the Salem witch trials of the
late 1600s to the hunt for commu-

nists in the 1950s. The
story centers around
John Proctor (Brian
Patterson), whose
wife, Elizabeth (Taylor

Goodson), as well as many other
women of the town of Salem, has
been accused of witchcraft. He
endures humiliations and frustra-
tions, and eventually is forced to
confront his own sins to reveal
truth to the town and the courts.

Langley’s performance of “The
Crucible” displayed a spectacular
level of character development
and comprehension of the script.
Each person onstage was well-de-
fined and well-depicted; every ac-
tor was fully in character and re-
mained engaged in the action of
the plot during the entirety of the
show. Langley was able to produce
a rather refreshing rendition of
“The Crucible” in that the cast
maintained a steady pace that
pushed the plot forward, and was
able to successfully avoid any dull
moments throughout the show.

The cast in its entirety was in-
credibly talented, and the leading
roles reflected this talent. Brian
Patterson, who played John Proc-
tor, handled the difficult role spec-
tacularly. He had a very command-
ing voice and presence; his de-
meanors, mannerisms and facial
expressions were highly convinc-
ing. He portrayed a huge range of
emotions brilliantly. His interac-
tions with Taylor Goodson, who
played his wife Elizabeth Proctor,
were beautiful to watch; they por-
trayed a dynamic married couple
incredibly, ranging their interac-
tions from tense to compassionate
to tender. Goodson performed
with gracefulness and maturity;

Langley High School seniors
Lauren Fernandez, as Abigail
Williams, argues with Brian
Patterson, as John Proctor,
during the school’s produc-
tion of “The Crucible.”

A Gripping Play
Langley High’s
production of
‘The Crucible.’

Cappies

Review

her performance as an older
woman was amazingly believable.

Other characters showed simi-
lar chemistry and development
onstage. Abigail Williams (Lauren
Fernandez) was a character that
the audience loved to hate.
Fernandez portrayed her charac-
ter with incredible depth. She dis-
played a great amount of passion,
without being overly dramatic,
and had wonderful interactions
with both Patterson as well as the
ensemble of girls who she so ma-
liciously manipulated. Other char-
acters showed a similar level of
character development and gave
impressive performances, includ-
ing Kaity Hinojosa as Tituba, Chris
Baughman as Reverend John Hale
and Caroline Callahan as Mary
Warren. The ensemble was very
interactive and maintained inter-
est in every scene.

Though simple, the set and
props were highly effective and
allowed for more focus to be
placed on the actors. Even with-
out microphones, actors could eas-
ily be heard and understood. The
scene changes were somewhat
long, but the use of music during
such changes was valuable. In a
unique use of their stage, Langley
chose to include the audience in the
action to create personal setting for
their production. At times, this
posed an issue for blocking, as it
required some actors to put their
back to some part of the audience;
however, the cast handled this type
of staging exceptionally well.

Overall, Langley High School
delivered a fantastic performance
of a gripping play. The cast truly
displayed an admirable amount of
passion through the entire perfor-
mance, which had audience mem-
bers waiting at the edges of their
seats.
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For a free
digital
subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.con
nectionnews
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subscribe

Complete
digital replica
of the print
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including
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your e-mail
box.

Questions?
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News

By Andrea Worker

The Connection

O
n Saturday, April 21, the
Friends of Clemyjontri Park
Foundation in McLean held
their second annual Concert

in the Park – sort of. The theme of this year’s
black-tie fundraising event was “Under the
Big Top” and was scheduled to take place
under the park’s newly installed 900 sq. ft.
canopy, built to provide shade and avail-
able for rental for special occasions. The
Fairfax Symphony Orchestra was prepared
to play an appropriate selection of circus-
worthy selections under the baton of FSO
Music Director, Christopher Zimmerman.

The event had been re-scheduled from
last September, due to inclement weather.
Sadly, the weather once more refused to
cooperate: Instead of gathering under the
Big Top, the 100 guests, including Virginia
Governor Robert McDonnell and First Lady
Maureen, huddled under umbrellas as they
entered the new venue – the home of Dan
and Juliann Clemente, just minutes away
from the Park.

Julie Clemente is the founder and presi-
dent of the Friends of Clemyjontri Park, and
along with her husband and numerous fam-
ily members, has been instrumental in see-
ing the park come to life from the drawing
board and the dreams of Adele Lebowitz,
the widow of Mortimer Lebowitz who
founded Morton’s Department Stores in
Washington, D.C. in 1933 and ran them for
more than 60 years. In 2000, Adele
Lebowitz donated the family’s 18.5 acre
McLean property to the Fairfax County Park
Authority (FCPA). The name, Clemyjontri,

was derived from Lebowitz’s four children:
Carolyn, Emily, John, and Petrina.

“She had just a few conditions to go with
her very generous donation,” said
Clemente. “The park had to be built within
five years. It had to have a carousel, and
that carousel and all the playground’s equip-
ment had to be accessible to all, regardless
of mobility. And that is how and why Dan
and I got involved.” Clemente explained
how they were contacted by the FCPA in
the fourth year following the bequest.
“Building and maintaining an all-accessible

playground costs a lot more than a regular
play park,” she said. “I guess they figured
with 9 kids, we would be unfair users of
the facility,” she laughed, “so we got the call,
we founded the 501(c) (3) Friends, and the
money was raised. Now there is this won-
derful park, the first in the Commonwealth,
and one of just a handful anywhere, where
everyone can play and enjoy themselves.

AN ADDED BENEFIT to the park not
thought of when it was created is how it is
now being used by military personnel in-

jured in combat. Clemente and Heather
Cox, Executive Vice President with sponsor
Capitol One Bank, both spoke about the ris-
ing use of the park by this constituency.
“What a way to give back to our commu-
nity,” Cox said. “It is so heartwarming to
see our service personnel who have already
sacrificed so much, really able to play with
their children, not just watch from the side-
lines, “ added Clemente.

The Foundation continues to raise funds
to add additional equipment like the wheel-
chair-accessible Liberty Swing installed last
year and to maintain the park’s facilities.
“All the money raised goes directly to the
park. No salaries and overhead,” added
Clemente.

The distinguished supporters who en-
joyed the delights provided by Susan
George Catering and the strains of the
Fairfax Symphony Quartet, included Kevin
Fay, Dranesville District Representative on
the Fairfax County Park Authority Board,
and the evening’s Master of Ceremonies. Fay
introduced Gov. and Mrs. McDonnell,
Sharon Bulova, Chairman of the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors, delegate Bar-
bara Comstock, the Clementes and other
honored attendees. “Although everyone
here is a distinguished guest,” noted Mr. Fay,
“none of the this is possible without each
and everyone of you.”

Governor also addressed the gathering.
“Next time Virginia has a drought, I am call-
ing you Julie,” he joked with Mrs. Clemente.
Governor McDonnell then thanked all the
contributing sponsors and guests for their
continuing efforts and support and care for
the residents of Fairfax County, and in fact,
for all Virginians.

TO LEARN MORE about Clemyjontri Park,
or to become a Friend of this foundation,
check out their website at www.
Friendsofclemy.com.

Supporting McLean’s Clemyjontri Park
Concert in the Park moves indoors, to the home of Dan and Juliann
Clemente, minutes away from the Park.

Photo by Nikki Cheshire/The Connection

Fairfax County Park Authority Board Member Kevin Fay, Friends of
Clemyjontri Board Member and hostess Julie Clemente, Chairman of the
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Sharon Bulova present an overview
of the mission and successes of Clemyjontri Park

Photo by Andrea Worker/The Connection

Del. Barbara Comstock (R-34), Virginia’s First Lady Maureen McDonnell,
Gov. Robert McDonnell, Kevin Fay, Dranesville District Rep. Fairfax
County Park Authority Board, Sharon Bulova, Chairman, Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors (D-At-Large), and Juliann Celemente, hostess and
President of Friends of Clemyjontri Park, welcome supporters to the
Park’s annual fundraiser.

Photo by Nikki Cheshire/The Connection

Members of the Fairfax Symphony Orchestra Allison Bailey, Tim Wade,
Greg Rupert, and Andrew Hesse provided the entertainment for the
event.
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ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Garden Center
Merchandiser

Bell Nursery, a nationally recognized 
grower/vendor is looking for hardwork-

ing people to stock our products at a 
garden center near you. Must be flexible 
for weekend work. For job descriptions 

and locations go to  
www.bellimpact.com

MEDICAL OFFICE

Busy friendly internal medicine office 
has opening for a medical assistant, LPN 
or RN.  20-30 hours per week.  Flexible 
schedule.  Must be experienced in blood 
draws, spirometry, EKG’s and vital signs.  

Call Pat 703-764-4850.

Principal Analyst
Needed at Project Performance Corporation
in McLean, VA to perform technical assess-
ments & requirement definition, software
installation and configuration. Must have BS,
or foreign equivalent, in Computer Science,
Engineering or related IT field + 5 yrs exp in
job offered or 5 yrs of software development
exp to incl. exp w/ performing technical
assessments for clients, implementing
Commercial-Off-The-Shelf (COTS) portals
(including Microsoft SharePoint, Alfresco &
BEA AquaLogic), requirement gathering &
defining, software installation & configura-
tion, graphical interface user design modifi-
cation, user experience definition, portlet
design & development, test plan & execution,
& integration & user acceptance testing.
Resume to Jennifer Gertenbach, Project
Performance Corporation,1760 Old Meadow
Road, McLean, VA 22102. EOE.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com



18  ❖  Great Falls Connection  ❖  April 25- May 1, 2012 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Rafferty
(703) 728-7438

Driveway Sealcoating
Brush and Spray

Hot Rubber Crack Filler
Groups Discounts

Driveway Sealcoating
Brush and Spray

Hot Rubber Crack Filler
Groups Discounts

ASPHALT ASPHALT

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

AFFORDABLE QUALITY
ROOFING & GUTTERS

Repair, Replace, Local Refs.

703-794-8513

Metro Gutter and Home Services
Roofing, Gutters, Siding

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair
23 YEARS EXPERIENCE

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Siding, Power
Washing, Framing, Drop Down Stairs, Foreclosure
Specialists, Painting, Handyman Work, Windows,

Doors, Deck, Stairs, Siding Repairs.
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Mowing
Mulching & more!

Call Mark for free est,

703-868-7831

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Prompt Reliable Service
Seasonal plantings & garden

maintenance to suite your
personal taste

Stacey 703-242-2421
Lic & Ins

Flower Garden Delight
Est 1995

MOWING TRIMMING EDGING,
HEDGE TRIMMING, MULCHING,
SODDING, GUTTER CLEANING

LAWN MOWING

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins   703-802-0483   free est.

email:jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomacmasonry.net

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

EMERGENCY REPAIRS
JOE RAFFERTY
ROOFING

• Asphalt • Slate • Gravel • Metal •
• Chimney Repairs • Waterproofing •

• Senior Citizen Discounts •
“Stopping Leaks is Our Specialty”

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
1-800-333-6084, 703-597-9486
LICENSED       BONDED      INSURED

ROOFING ROOFING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Garage &
            Basement Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

MASONRY

CONCRETE WORK
Licensed • Insured

Driveways • Patios
Exposed Aggregate

Sidewalks • Carports
Pool Decks • Garages

Flagstone • Brick
Stonework

703-204-0733

ALBA CONSTRUCTION INC.

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Charles Jenkins
TREE SERVICE
Mulching & Edging

10% off with Seniors w/ad

ALSO MULCH DELIVERY
Lic. & Ins! 

540-829-9917

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Do not wish 
to be anything
but what you
are, and try 
to be that
perfectly.

-St. Francis 
de Sales
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great choirs from all over: Puerto Rico,
Denmark, the United Kingdom and many
other countries.”

Andrew Jones, a member of the Madri-
gals, said he enjoyed seeing such a diverse
group of acts.

“The cultural interaction and immersion
proved to be a very eye-opening experience
for me personally,” he said. “The opportu-
nity to see a variety of musical styles across
a plethora of cultural backgrounds helped
me to better understand and appreciate the
many forms of music in our world’s varied
society.”

On their final day in Prague, the group
sang in the historic St. Nicholas Church
before joining in a parade with the other
groups in the competition.

“The parade was very fun because we
would do the ‘Hail Saxons’ cheer and high-
five many of the people of Prague. After the
parade, we had dinner at our hotel and got
ready for the awards ceremony and disco
party,” said Lauren Meyer, a member of the
Women’s Select Treble Choir. “The party was
at the National House Vinohrady where we
had performed the day before. They an-
nounced the winners of each category and
Langley did extremely well, winning three
gold awards and one silver award.”

Some students called that day the high-
light of the trip.

“This day was my favorite because it was
loads of goodness all compiled into 24
hours,” said Hannel So of the Concert Choir.
“It was a very joyful and proud moment for
me and I felt like a true representative of
Langley High School and the USA.”

ON APRIL 1, the group made their way to
the Vienna - to sing at the Schlosskapelle
Imperial Chapel in the Schonbrunn Palace
in Vienna.

“The palace is so beautiful and, despite
the cold, I think the concert sounded great.
Following the concert, we quickly passed
through a market on the palace grounds,”
said Amy Welch of the Women’s Chamber
Choir. “I enjoyed this because I was able to
try my first Austrian pretzel and see the stilt-
walking chicken lady. It was exciting to ex-
perience the Austrian culture in the mar-
ket.”

Julia Isacson said the trip to Vienna was
a breath of fresh air.

“We came from the cold, rainy weather
of Prague to the shining sun and the warm
weather of Vienna. When we performed in
the Schonbrunn Palace, it was a life chang-
ing experience. The acoustics in the chapel
were phenomenal,” she said. “The notes lin-
gered in the air a couple of seconds and
with each second, the sound was more
breathtaking. I will never forget visiting the
music capital of the world.”

During their next day in Vienna, the stu-
dents were able to visit the graveyard where

many famous composers were interred.
“As choir nerds, we were just a little over-

excited to see the musical geniuses’ graves,”
said Ivy Kenton of the Women’s Select
Treble Choir. “We then went to the large
chapel within the cemetery grounds It was
breathtakingly beautiful. There was so
much color with a huge dome ceiling deco-
rated with blue tiles.”

Andrew Myers of the Concert Choir called
the Benedictine Abbey in Melk the most
beautiful building he has ever seen.

“We toured the different colored rooms
and in each room were amazing artifacts
made of gold and gems,” he said. “In the
library, there were thousands of big books.
The ceiling of the library had the most beau-
tiful painting I could ever imagine.”

Jesse Levine of the Madrigals said the
acoustics of the church made that perfor-
mance one of their best ones.

“The reverb of the room made the parts
sound especially uniform and I believe it
was our best performance,” Levine said.

“The church was also decorated beautifully
and almost completely covered in gold.”

While in Vienna, the students went on a
tour inspired by “The Sound of Music.”

“I loved going to the gazebo where they
filmed the number ‘Sixteen Going on Sev-
enteen.’ We also saw the real von Trapp
house as well as the two houses they used
for the movie,” said Jamie Joeyen-Waldorf
of the Women’s Select Treble Choir. “We
then toured the Salzburg Salt Mines, don-
ning miners’ smocks. The slides were very
fun to go down and we traveled from Aus-
tria to Germany underground in seconds.”

After their tour of the mines, the group
gave their final performance at the Parish
Church of Mulin in Salzburg.

“It was great seeing that we made the
people we performed for happy,” said Emily
Nesbit of the Women’s Select Treble Choir.
“The last thing we did on our trip was go to
a Mozart dinner. The singing was beautiful
and it was a great conclusion to an alto-
gether amazing trip.”

Saxons Perform in Prague,
Vienna, Salzburg
From Page 3

News

Members of the Langley Choir visit the Mirabell Gardens in Salzburg
during their Spring Break trip to Europe, where they were awarded one
Silver and three Gold medals in the 2012 Young Prague Festival.

Students from the Langley Choir visit Schonbrunn Palace in Vienna
during their Spring Break trip to Europe.

Photos Contributed

Having recently upgraded my cell phone, I
have finally, due to its larger keys and simplified
data-entry process, learned how to enter “con-
tacts” and their phone numbers as well as select
some of these key contacts for speed-dialing.
This relatively basic function, which had eluded
me for years, has opened up a slew of possibili-
ties, that even I can see will lesson the burden on
my brain to remain engaged. Now I won’t have
to think nearly so much about what I’ve spent
40-plus years doing: dialing a phone number
from memory and/or referring to a phone/
address book for that number. Thanks to my new
phone, I have finally turned the corner of tech-
nology. I have passed “Go.” Next we’ll see where
I land: “Boardwalk” or” Baltic” and see if there is
a monopoly of my time as a result.

One week into my new communication life, I
have entered 16 contacts, some with only one
phone number, others with mobile, home and
work. In addition, I have entered/selected two
speed-dial numbers. Obviously, I have ample
space remaining for future contacts and certainly
more space for speed-dials. Going through the
list of prospective “speed-dialers” and “contacts-
to-be,” I have now reached a point where I’m
sort of looking for people/numbers to add; I sup-
pose you could say I’ve reached the second tier.
I’ve already entered/allocated from the top tier
(most called, most familiar, most logical: friends,
family and business). Yet spots remain, so I’ve
begun a mental search of who/what numbers
might be cell phone-worthy (meaning whose
phone numbers might I want to include in my
cell phone) either as a “contact” or a “speed dial”
since the process of doing so is now clearly
within my rather limited abilities.

Two numbers that I’ve thought about adding –
and which relate directly to this column’s title,
are my car’s auto repair shop and my oncologist.
I have most definitely entered them as contacts.
However, given the semi-precarious nature of
driving a car with 137,000 miles on the odome-
ter, perhaps it would be prudent to assign a
speed dial number to my mechanic. Not that I
want to be calling him that often or have the cir-
cumstances be so time-sensitive that speed – in
our ability to connect with one another over the
phone – is of the essence but, hoping and pray-
ing don’t necessarily make it so. And let’s be hon-
est, my car is not getting any newer.

I have similar feelings toward my oncologist. I
don’t want to have to/need to call him that
quickly, but again, let’s be realistic; I’m probably
not getting any healthier. As such, if I did call
him, presumably it wouldn’t be to inquire about
the weather; more likely it would be to inquire
whether a new symptom or a deterioration of
some kind relating to my being a stage IV lung
cancer survivor (who has now outlived his origi-
nal “13-month-to two-year prognosis” by years) is
significant. But if I’m being honest about my life/
health circumstances, who better to call – and be
able to call quickly and efficiently, than the doc-
tor who is primarily responsible for my well-
being/treatment? I don’t want to feel this way, but
if there’s anything that seems increasingly more
relevant (as I continue to live beyond my original
prognosis), it would be to plan for circumstances
that are beyond my control (although I’m not
saying/admitting to their inevitability), especially
if there are other people (close to me) who might
need some assistance attempting to control those
circumstances, should they occur.

Admitting to their significance – and need
however, and in turn acting/planning on their
behalf, so to speak, are tough pills to swallow.
Never do I want to give credence to my original
diagnosis and accept my fate, sort of. Neverthe-
less, organizing my phone to prepare for the
worst, while still hoping for the best, might be the
best way – for me, to take care of myself and
those closest to me as well. But thinking that
technology, specifically my phone, would play a
major role in that task, is a really big surprise, all
things considered.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Really?
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Visit These Houses of Worship

Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ...

703-938-7736
Washington Christian Church...

703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...

703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ...

703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ...

703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church
... 703-757-8134

Cartersville Baptist Church ...
703-255-7075

Fellowship Baptist Church ...
703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ...
703-938-8525

The Light Mission Church ...
703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ...
703-281-4400

New Union Baptist Church...
703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center...

202-331-2122
Church of the Brethern

Oakton Church of the Brethern ...
 703-281-4411

Catholic
Our Lady of Good Counsel ...

703-938-2828

St. Athanasius Catholic Church ...
703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ...

703-938-6521
Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991

St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

Christ The King Lutheran Church...
703-759-6068

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church...
703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ...

703-759-3509
Church of the Good Shepherd ...

703-281-3987
The Vine Methodist Church ... 703-573-5336

Ephiphany United Methodist ...
703-938-3494

Great Falls United Methodist...
703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ...
703-938-1233

Vale United Methodist ...
703-620-2594

Smith Chapel United Methodist ...
571-434-9680

Wesley United Methodist ...
703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Celebration Center
for Spiritual Living

... 703-560-2030
Christian Assembly Church ...

703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church

...703-560-6336
Korean Central Presbyterian ...

703-698-5577
Vienna Presbyterian ...

703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian
Fellowship ... 703-242-9001

Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ...
703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...

703-281-4230

Unity
Unity of Fairfax ... 703-281-1767

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

SmithChapel@live.com
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

WORSHIP HOURS SUNDAY: 11:00 AM

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

To Highlight Your Faith Community call Karen at 703- 917-6468

Forestville Goes to World Finals
Forestville Elementary
students win State
Odyssey of the Mind
Finals and head to
2012 World Finals.

See World Finals,  Page 21

By Jean T. Jianos

The Connection

T
he Forestville Elementary Odys-
sey of the Mind team won at the
Virginia State Finals in Newport
News on Saturday, April 14, and

will be competing in the 2012 World Finals
being held May 23-26 on the campus of
Iowa State University.

Teams from all over the United States and
from approximately 25 other countries par-
ticipate in Odyssey of the Mind. The pro-
gram also will be hosting a Eurofest in Rus-
sia at the end of April for teams from ap-
proximately 15 countries. The decades old
program describes itself as an international
educational program designed to teach life-
long problem solving skills, emphasizing
working in a team, productive creativity and
the philosophy that there are no wrong an-
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Forestville team in costume for performance at Virginia State Finals.
Standing (behind - from left): Coaches - Alex Newman, Jeff LeLoup
(Forestville Teacher), Vanitha Khera (Chairperson, Forestville Odyssey

swers to the competition’s open-ended prob-
lems. The program includes both long-term
problem solving on which a team works in
preparation for the competition, as well as
short-term spontaneous problem solving at
the competitions.

The Forestville team competes in Divi-
sion 1, the division for grades kindergar-
ten through fifth grade in the U.S. and in
countries with similar educational struc-
tures, or for students who are younger than
12 years old from other international coun-

tries. They compete against other Division
1 teams who have chosen the same prob-
lem to solve: a musical and theatrical in-
terpretation of the Classics problem pre-
sented by William Shakespeare in the play
“Hamlet”. The Forestville team is made up
of two third graders, Sarina Bell and Daniel
Silvestri; three fourth graders, Aditya Khera,
Caroline Keys, and Sydney Pham; and two
fifth graders, Gwyn Murphy and Lawrence
Kang; and is led by Jeffrey LeLoup, a third
grade Advanced Academics Program class-
room teacher at Forestville. LeLoup is or has
been the classroom teacher for all of the
team members. He is assisted as coach by
Alexandra Newman, a journalist and ad-
junct professor for journalism at American
University.

Before the start of the 2011-2012 aca-
demic year, it wasn’t certain that Forestville
would be fielding a team at all. Vanitha
Khera, the parent of fourth grader, did vol-
unteer to act as chairperson, despite the de-
mands of running a Federal IT consulting
company that she had newly formed. She
says that she could not have taken on the
role of chairperson for the Forestville team
without the support of her husband, Vishal
Khera. Team members and other parent vol-
unteers were recruited; and in November

News
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From Page 20

2011, LeLoup and fellow coach
Newman began team practices on
Saturday mornings in the base-
ment of the Khera family’s home.
The Regional Tournament for the
northern sections of Fairfax and
Prince William counties was held
on March 31 at Langley High
School. From there, the winning
Forestville team went on to the
Virginia State Finals held in New-
port News this past Saturday,
April 14.

Aditya Khera says, “Most of the
students and coaches were first
timers and really worked very
hard - but had a great time put-
ting the show together. All of the
team members have been in
Jeff ’s class and have had . . . ex-
perience with creative ways to make presenta-
tions. He has a unique way of making Social Stud-
ies fun in 3rd grade by having the entire class
make a movie . . . This helped the team tremen-
dously with stage presence, dialog writing, tim-
ing and using humor to their best advantage.  And

Going to World Finals

the best part was, they had so much fun during
the whole process!. . .The judges at the competi-
tions, at both Regional and State, noted the very
talented group of young artists we have in our team,
who enthralled the audiences and judges with their
performance.”

Former Great Falls Little Leaguers, now competing as high school softball players, were
attired in their bright, colorful school team uniforms as part of the Opening Day festivities.

News

Grand Day for Great Falls Little League

The young Great Falls Little League players surround
Langley High freshman Caroline McQuaig as she sings on
Opening Day.

G
reat Falls Little League
(GFLL) celebrated its an-
nual Opening Day on

Saturday, April 14. Current young-
sters within the league were on
hand in full uniforms, excited
about the prospects of the upcom-
ing season and cherished days of
team camaraderie ahead. Also at-
tending the ceremonies were
former GFLL players who are now
part of the local high school soft-
ball scene at Langley, McLean or
Stone Ridge High Schools; par-
ents, who were there to cheer on
their favorite young players and
teams; league administrators,
coaches and volunteers; and com-
munity members who love the tra-
dition of a grand old Opening Day.
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Forestville team members at State Finals award ceremony:
from left - Sarina Bell, Gwyn Murphy, Sydney Pham, and
Aditya Khera with Voices Director Barry Stamey.

Arlington
2705 N. Somerset St ........$735,000..........Sun 1-4.........Debbie Gibbons..............Weichert .. 703 283-2722

Burke
5700 Wigfield Way............$574,950..........Sun 1-4 ... Kathleen Quintarelli..............Weichert..703-862-8808
6236 Garretson St.............$519,950..........Sun 1-4 ... Kathleen Quintarelli..............Weichert..703-862-8808
9500 Waterline Dr.............$559,950..........Sun 1-4 ... Kathleen Quintarelli..............Weichert..703-862-8808

Centreville
5806 Ridings Manor Pl ..... $999,000..........Sun 1-4 ........... Anna Edwards......Long & Foster .. 703 309-1282

Clifton
12129 Beaver Creek Rd.....$950,000..........Sun 1-4...........Diane Lenahan.............Wolf Run..703-283-7328

Fairfax
4110 Oxford Ln.................$293,000..........Sun 1-4 ......... Barbara Blumer...Coldwell Banker..703-405-5993
5430 Ashleigh Rd..............$899,000..........Sun 1-4.............Kinder Saund......Long & Foster..202-369-5597
12460 Blissful Valley Dr....$530,000..........Sun 1-3 ............... Laura Davis.....Samson Props..703-282-8112

Fairfax Station
9741 South Park Cir..........$774,950..........Sun 1-4 ... Kathleen Quintarelli..............Weichert..703-862-8808

Herndon
12545 Browns Ferry Rd .... $530,000..........Sun 1-4............Chris Cochran..............Weichert .. 703 593-4954
1482 Kingstream Dr..........$549,900..........Sun 1-4 ............ Karen Kidwell......Long & Foster..703-216-7437
13108 Frog Hollow Ct ....... $564,900..........Sun 1-4..........Troy Sponaugle.....Samson Props..703-408-5560
13542 Davinci Ln #47.......$324,900..........Sun 1-4 .......... Suzanne Burch...........Century 21..703-328-5606
636 Oak St........................$889,740..Sat/Sun 11-5 .................Tim Walsh...............RE/MAX..703-447-2236
1347 Butter Churn Dr........$479,000..........Sun 1-4...Carolyn Pennington...............RE/MAX..703-283-9346

Kingstowne/Alexandria
6282 Wills St ....................$387,000..........Sun 1-4...............Dean Moore.....Samson Props..571-278-9161

Leesburg
43180 Eleni St .................. $425,000..........Sun 1-4............Jo Ann Prociv......Long & Foster..703-968-7000

McLean
1023 Shipman Ln...........$1,995,000....Sat/Sun 1-4 .................. Ali Khazai .................Fairfax..703-785-4600
1497 Teague Dr..............$1,750,000..........Sun 1-4....................Pat Buck.........McEnearney..703-738-9537
1822 Dalmation ................ $675,000...........Sat 1-4...........Casey Samson.....Samson Props..703-508-2535

Oakton
2964 Palmer St..............$1,150,000..........Sun 1-4 ............Beth Anspach......Long & Foster..703-938-4200
3403 Lyrac St....................$775,000..........Sun 1-4..Jeremy Cunningham ................. Redfin..703-955-1832

Potomac Falls
20249 Water Mark Pl ....... $979,000..........Sun 1-4 .. Marianne McKittrick...............RE/MAX..703-444-3111

Reston
11487 Waterview Cluster .. $499,900.........Sun  2-5........Maribeth Kenney...............RE/MAX..703-620-8885
1692 Moorings Dr.............$549,900..........Sun 1-4............Matthew Chae.....Keller Williams..703-222-3300
11616 Ivystone Ct # 301...$270,000.........Sun 1-4 ............... Peter Burke..............Weichert..703-786-3334
2491 Freetown Dr ............. $429,000..........Sun 1-4..........Troy Sponaugle.....Samson Props..703-408-5560
1308 Pavilion Club Way .... $750,000..........Sun 1-4............Tena Nauheim......Long & Foster..703-873-3500
1567 Autumn Ridge Cir.....$399,500..........Sun 1-4...........Connie Crosby......Long & Foster..703-790-1990
1624 Fieldthorn Dr............$324,900..........Sun 1-4.......Frankie Raybould..............Weichert..703-264-0000

Vienna
116 Cherry Cir SW.........$1,325,000...........Sat 1-4.............Susan Fadoul......Long & Foster..703-402-1717
1807 Vance Pl...................$699,000..........Sun 1-4 .... Kathleen Hanrahan......Long & Foster..703-873-3500
2109 Post Rd.................$1,199,000..........Sun 1-4 ........ Eileen Summers......Long & Foster..703-759-9190
2532 W. Meredith Dr.....No price yet.........Sun  1-4...........Casey Samson.....Samson Props..703-508-2535
9874 Sweet Mint Dr E ....... $434,000..........Sun 1-4 .........Moses Mazloon.....Keller Williams..703-338-1154

1482 Kingstream Drive, Herndon • $549,900 • Open Sunday
1-4 p.m.• Karen Kidwell, Long & Foster, 703-216-7437

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY, APRIL 28 & 29

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

To add your FREE Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please contact Salome Gaibler
at 703-778-9421 or

salome@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings are due by Monday at 3 P.M.
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Sports
Great Falls Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

Worek Wants to Continue McLean Football’s Winning Ways
Former Langley,
Madison head coach
believes Highlanders
have strong program
in place following
three years under Jim
Patrick.

McLean High football, shown here in action versus Fairfax High last year,
was 0-10 in Jim Patrick’s first year as head coach in 2008. But the High-
landers, under Patrick, went on to qualify for the region playoffs the
following three years. Patrick, following last year’s successful season,
stepped down and Dennis Worek, a long time football coach in the
Northern Region, was named the Highlanders’ new head coach. Patrick
remains a big part of McLean High athletics as the school’s director of
student activities.
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By Alec Havéus

The Connection

T
his past Jan. 25, McLean High
School announced that Dennis
Worek would be the man to
coach the Highlanders’ high

school football team. This after Jim Patrick
stepped down as the McLean head coach
to devote more time to being the school’s
director of student activities.

Coach Worek arrived at McLean High
School after spending two seasons as the
defensive coordinator at Thomas
Jefferson High. But he has a lot more ex-
perience than that.

Starting off as a freshman coach at West
Springfield High, he became the offensive
coordinator at Hayfield after just one year
with the Spartans. He moved on to be the
offensive line coach at Lake Braddock and
after that stop became offensive coordina-
tor at Catholic University (Wash., D.C.).

Worek next joined W.T. Woodson as a de-
fensive assistant/special teams coach before
landing his first job as a head coach at Lan-
gley High School. After spending four years
at Langley he joined James Madison High
School to become their new head coach.

After seven years as James Madison’s
head coach, Worek looked for a new chal-
lenge and found it at Chantilly High School,
becoming its new assistant Principal.

He ultimately got back into football
coaching, joining the Jefferson High pro-
gram as its defensive coordinator and then,
most recently, landing the job as McLean
High School’s head coach.

Coach Worek believes that former McLean
head coach, Jim Patrick, did a great job
before stepping down. Worek explained that
he wants to continue the winning tradition.

“McLean is already competitive,” said
Worek. “They have been in the D-5 play-
offs the last three years. There is a strong
program in place.”

This week the undefeated
McLean High boys’ tennis
team, under head coach Aavo
Tomkov, had a challenging
slate of competition versus Lib-
erty District opponents. The
Highlanders (8-0), earlier in
the week on Tuesday, April 24,
were scheduled to travel to
cross-town and Liberty District
rival Langley High (7-1). Two
days later, on Thursday, April
26, the Highlanders were set
to host district opponent
Jefferson High (6-2) for a 3:30
p.m. competition. The match
versus the Colonials will be the
second meeting between
McLean and Jefferson this
spring. The Highlanders won a
close match versus Jefferson in
the first meeting. Last spring,
Jefferson captured the North-
ern Region championship. On
way to the crown, the Colonials
defeated McLean in the region
semifinals, 5-3. The Colonials
then bested district opponent
Langley in the region finals.

The Langley High girls’
softball team hosted the
Marshall Statesman last Friday,
April 20, winning 7-6. Emily
Templin pitched all seven in-
nings for the Saxons, holding
the Statesman to two runs and
four hits while striking out
eight and walking one over the

Sports Roundups

first six innings.
A triple by Ashley Panetta in the

first inning gave Langley a 1-0
lead. Marshall tied it up in the top
of the fourth and Langley retali-
ated in its half, swinging hard,
multiple hits by Taylor Chason,
Kaitryn Evans, Maggie Natal,
Panetta, and Templin, as well as
a home run by Gabi Pijaca.

Marshall squeaked out an ad-
ditional run in the top of the fifth.
As Langley approached the sev-
enth inning, it looked as if the
Saxons had the game well in con-
trol, but the Statesman rallied
behind six hits to get within 7-6.
With the bases loaded and two
outs, Templin struck out the last
batter (her ninth strikeout of the
game) to secure the win for the
Saxons.

Earlier last week, Langley, play-
ing at home, lost 9-5 to rival
Mclean. Julia Weeks, Evans, and
Chason each hit home runs for the
Saxons.

This week’s Northern Re-
gion Top 10 Baseball
Coach’s Poll is as follows: Lake
Braddock of the Patriot District
remains at the No. 1 position,
with a trio of Concorde District
clubs - No. 2 Centreville, No. 3
Chantilly, and the No. 4 Herndon
Hornets - following. The five
through seven slots are filled by
teams from the Liberty District

with the McLean Highlanders at
No. 5, the Madison Warhawks No.
6, and the Stone Bridge Bulldogs
No. 7. The next two teams in the
poll are defending Northern Re-

gion champion South County (Pa-
triot District) at No. 8 and Oakton
(Concorde District) at No. 9. Two
teams, Langley High (Liberty Dis-
trict) and Westfield (Concorde)

are tied for the No. 10 position.
Other teams receiving votes
were: W.T. Woodson, West
Springfield, Robinson, and
Marshall.

Langley Crew Wins Races, Helps Community

Some of the Langley women crew members displaying one of the boats that was
re-laced in a show of support for Coach Hess.

T
he Langley crew team has three regattas
under their belt with some great suc-
cesses: Several boats have come in first,

second or third in their heats. The freshmen and
novice boats have produced some great times –
building future successes for the team. Out of 23
events, well over half of the boats have placed in
the top three positions—including five first places
finishes. Langley Crew has raised several hun-
dred dollars for Share of McLean during their
annual “Ergathon” — an indoor rowing compe-
tition held every year in February against West
Springfield HS.

And Langley Crew has joined with the larger

Langley community in supporting Coach Hess
and his family. Coach Hess’s daughter was re-
cently diagnosed with cancer and the Langley
community has rallied to support the Hess fam-
ily. There have been various fundraisers, includ-
ing the students selling bright neon green
shoelaces to show their support. If you are un-
familiar with rowing you might not know that
the rowers actually lace their feet into special
shoes built into the boats called foot stretch-
ers. The Langley rowers re-laced the stretch-
ers this spring with the green neon laces as a
show of support.

— Jan Rossberg
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❖ Staff, SECOND
PLACE, General
Makeup,
Alexandria Gazette
Packet
❖ Staff, SECOND
PLACE, Lifestyle or
Entertaiment
Pages, Alexandria
Gazette Packet
❖ Jeanne
Theismann,
SECOND PLACE,
Headline Writing,
Alexandria Gazette
Packet
❖ Jeanne
Theismann,
SECOND PLACE,

Business & Financial Writing, Alexandria
Gazette Packet
❖ Jeanne Theismann, SECOND
PLACE, Feature Story Writing,
Mount Vernon Gazette
❖ Michael Lee Pope, SECOND
PLACE, Personal Service Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, SECOND
PLACE, Health, Science &
Environmental Writing, Arlington Connection
❖ Michael Lee Pope, SECOND PLACE, Business

& Financial Writing, Mount
Vernon Gazette
❖ Lashawn Avery-Simon,
SECOND PLACE, General News
Photo, Arlington Connection
❖ Mike O’Connell, Victoria Ross,
Deb Cobb, Robbie Hammer,
Bonnie Hobbs, Amber Healy,
SECOND PLACE, Special Sections
or Special Editions, Fairfax
Connection

❖ Julia O’Donoghue, SECOND PLACE, Education
Writing, Fairfax Connection
❖ Marilyn Campbell, SECOND
PLACE, Personal Service Writing,
Great Falls Connection
❖ Victoria Ross, SECOND PLACE,
In-Depth or Investigative
Reporting, Fairfax Station/
Clifton/ Lorton Connection
❖ Jon Roetman, SECOND PLACE,
Sports Writing Portfolio, Fairfax Station/ Clifton/
Lorton Connection

❖ Michael Lee Pope, FIRST
PLACE, Breaking News Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, FIRST
PLACE, Government Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, FIRST
PLACE, Health, Science &
Environmental Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet

❖ Michael Lee Pope, FIRST PLACE, In-Depth or
Investigative Reporting,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, FIRST
PLACE, Public Safety Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Montie Martin, FIRST PLACE,
Business & Financial Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Montie Martin, FIRST PLACE,
Personal Service Writing,

Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Deb Cobb, FIRST PLACE, Photo
Illustration, Burke Connection
❖ Deb Cobb, FIRST PLACE, General
News Photo, Fairfax Connection
❖ Deb Cobb, FIRST PLACE, Online
Slide Show, Fairfax Connection
❖ Bonnie Hobbs,
FIRST PLACE,

Education Writing, Centre View
North
❖ Bonnie Hobbs, FIRST PLACE,
Feature Writing Portfolio, Centre
View North
❖ Michael O’Connell, Victoria
Ross, Deb Cobb, Robbie
Hammer, Bonnie Hobbs,

Amber Healy,
FIRST PLACE, Multimedia Feature
Report, Fairfax Connection
❖ Alex McVeigh, FIRST PLACE, In-
Depth or Investigative Reporting,
Great Falls
Connection
❖ Kenny Lourie,
FIRST PLACE, Local

Column, Potomac Almanac
❖ Kenny Lourie, FIRST PLACE,
Sports Column, Potomac
Almanac
❖ Ken Moore, Mary Kimm,
Robbie Hammer, FIRST PLACE,
Continuing News Coverage, Potomac Almanac

❖ Louise Krafft,
SECOND PLACE,
Picture Story or
Essay, Mount
Vernon Gazette
❖ Ken Moore,
Laurence Foong,
SECOND PLACE,
Infographics,
Potomac Almanac
❖ Carole Dell,
SECOND PLACE,
Local Column,
Potomac Almanac
❖ Susan Belford,
SECOND PLACE,
Feature Story,
Profile, Potomac
Almanac
❖ Louise Krafft, THIRD PLACE,
Pictorial Photo, Alexandria
Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, THIRD
PLACE, Breaking News Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, THIRD PLACE,
Business & Financial Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet

❖ Michael Lee Pope, THIRD PLACE, In-Depth or
Investigative Writing, Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Michael Lee Pope, THIRD PLACE, In-Depth or
Investigative Reporting, Mount Vernon Gazette
❖ Mary Kimm, THIRD PLACE, Editorial Writing,
Alexandria Gazette Packet
❖ Mary Kimm, THIRD PLACE, Editorial Writing,
Burke Connection
❖ Victoria Ross, THIRD PLACE, In-Depth or
Investigative Reporting, Fairfax Connection

❖ Kemal Kurspahic,
Laurence Foong,
Amna Rehmatulla,
THIRD PLACE,
Special Sections or
Special Editions,
Reston
Connection

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Great People • Great Papers • Great Readers

Winner of the 2011 Virginia Press Association Award
for Journalistic Integrity and Community Service

Award-Winning Connection Newspapers
More Reasons the Connection Newspapers are the Best-Read Community Papers

Winners of Awards in the 2011 Virginia Press Association
and Maryland-Delaware-D.C. Press Association Editorial Contests

To see award-winning entries: www.connectionnewspapers.com/2011Awards
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Director, Theresa D’Alessandro

760A Walker Road, Great Falls, VA
(In the Village Center above the Old Brogue)

SOTD is a non-profit tax exempt educational organization which does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, gender or national origin.

32 Years…serving Great Falls…
and the home of Great Falls Dance Theatre

For Tots: TWINKLETOES and PRE-BALLET...
For Children: BALLET…JAZZ…TAP…

For Youth-Teens: BALLET…POINTE…JAZZ…TAP…MODERN...

See our Web site: www.theatricaldance.com

For more information, please contact us at 703-759-5652 or e-mail: tdance.inc@verizon.net

NEW! Ballerina Party Package…Schedule Yours Today!

Lauren
Megrue

Holly
Lundeen

Jesse Dennis

Allison Maebius
Emma Volanth

Photos by Theresa D’Alessandro

Daytime Classes Ongoing
M) Aerobics 9-10, Pilates11-12

T) Int. Ballet/ Jazz 10: 30-12(Begins July 3)
W) Aerobics 9-10, Pointe and Variations 10:30-12(Begins July4)

Th) Pilates 9:15-10:15, 10:30-11:30 Zumba
F) Aerobics 9-10, Int. Ballet /Jazz 10:30-12 (Begins July5)

Fitness Membership (Aerobics, Zumba) only $120 for 10 classes!
For Pilates information, contact Leslie Anthony at (leslie@traditionalpilates.com or 703.476.5930)

Lauren Megrue, Emma Volanth,
Holly Lundeen, Mary Hagen Grow

Holly Lindeen,
Emma Volanth,

Jesse Dennis, Alex Grieco

Jump for the Joy of Poetry in Motion
Find yours at The School of Theatrical Dance this Summer!

Summer Company I (Ballet and Contemporary) - July 9-13, 5-8pm
Summer Co VII Modern Intro  July 16-20, 4-7pm

Summer Co.II (Ballet and Contemporary)July 23- 27, 5-8pm
Summer Co. III (Ballet and Contemporary)July 30-Aug 3, 5-8pm

Summer Company IV (Broadway) Aug. 6-10, 5-8pm
Summer Company V (Pointe and Variations) Aug. 13-17, 5-8 pm

Summer Co. VI (Hip Hop and Jazz) Aug. 20-25, 5-8pm
Ballerina Backstage Bootcamp! TBA

With faculty members Florian Rouiller, Theresa D’Alessandro,
Kris Beery, Ashley O’Banion and Voltaire Green

Jump for the Joy of Poetry in Motion
Find yours at The School of Theatrical Dance this Summer!

The School of Theatrical DanceThe School of Theatrical Dance


